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   Litera Compare for PDF 

Litera Compare for PDF 
Litera Compare brings unparalleled flexibility to PDF comparison, utilizing the same patent-pending 
comparison technology that makes comparing Word documents quick and efficient. Litera Compare 
provides three options for comparing PDF-to-PDF, including the ability to compare PDFs page-by-
page in their native format, without the need to convert to Word. Native comparison is performed in its 
own unique component: Litera Compare for PDF. 

Comparing PDF files in their native format 
You can perform native PDF comparisons directly by launching the Litera Compare for PDF 
application and selecting your PDF files to compare. 

You can also start in Litera Compare for Word. When you select two PDF files to compare and click 
Compare, you will be asked which type of comparison you want. 

 
Selecting Redline will convert the PDF files to Word documents and compare them in Litera 
Compare for Word. You can then save the comparison as a Word or PDF file. 

Note: Whether OCR is applied to the PDF is determined by the OCR option set in the rendering 
set/style (under PDF Options) or in the session options. 

Selecting Page-by-page leaves the PDF files in their native forms and compares them page-by-page 
in Litera Compare for PDF. Unlike the other method, native comparisons can only be saved as PDFs. 
This is most useful for documents with images, complex layouts, and/or many tables (e.g., brochures, 
forms, or PowerPoint decks or Excel spreadsheets rendered as PDFs). Selecting this method opens 
the comparison in Litera Compare for PDF. 
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The Litera Compare for PDF application 
Litera Compare for PDF has many similar functions to Litera Compare for Word. However, the 
Document Viewer and Change List appear slightly differently. 

 
The Change List displays the markup of modified, added, and deleted content, while the Document 
Viewer displays the specific areas in the PDF where that content has been altered. All markups are 
represented in Litera Compare for PDF’s default style, made especially for PDFs. However, as with 
all Litera Compare applications, you can change the style to your preference. 

You can also change the Document Viewer’s layout using the Layout dropdown button on the ribbon. 
Litera Compare for PDF offers seven different layouts by default. More styles become available if you 
have dual monitors. 

The key difference is that changes cannot be accepted to create a revised version of a document. 
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As in other Litera Compare applications, you can save, print, and/or email the comparison redline. 
However, the redline can only be saved as a PDF file. Changes are shown in the saved PDF as 
comments. 
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